
 The Town of Cortlandt’s USA 250th Photography 
Show and Competition 
Official Rules 
Welcome to the Town of Cortlandt’s USA 250th Photography show.  In an effort 
to bring our community together during our nation’s celebration of our 250th 
anniversary, we invite you to capture the spirit of the Town of Cortlandt’s and 
America’s rich tapestry of history through your perspective using your camera or 
phone.  From local celebrations to vacation photographs from across our nation.  
Photographs of historic sites, people, monuments, statues, and all that made our 
nation what it is today.  Share our history with your camera.  
Agreement to Rules 
By participating, the Entrant (“You”) agrees to be fully and unconditionally bound 
by these Rules and any applicable Terms & Conditions, and You represent and 
warrant that You meet the eligibility requirements. In addition, you agree to 
accept the decisions of the judges as final and binding as they relate to the 
content and outcome of this photography show and competition. 
Eligibility 

• This photography show and competition is open to individuals who live 
or work in the Town of Cortlandt. 

• Minors under the age of eighteen (18) may participate only with the 
consent of a parent or legal guardian. 

Submissions 
Entry Period 

• The entry window for the photography show and competition opens at 
12:01 a.m. Eastern Time on May 15, 2026. 
 
Adult, 18 +:  

• Adult Finalists will be selected in September 2026.  
• Adult Submissions time stamped after 11:59 p.m. Eastern Time on 

August 31, 2026, will not be accepted. No exceptions. 
• Adult photographers chosen to display their work at the Town of 

Cortlandt Town Hall will be notified by September 22, 2026, via the email 
address submitted on entry form.  

• Adult photographers chosen for display at the Town of Cortlandt Town 
Hall will be dropped off at the Town of Cortlandt on October 21, 2026, 
between the hours of 3–6 PM.  



• Adult photographs will be on display from October 26 – January 14, 
2027.  
 
Youth Under 18 

• Youth submissions time stamped after 11:59 p.m. Eastern time on 
August 21, 2026, will not be accepted.  No exceptions.  

• Youth finalists will be selected in August 2026.  
• Youth photographers chosen to display their work at the Town of 

Cortlandt Youth Center will be notified by September 5, 2026, via the 
email address submitted on the entry form. 

• Photographs on display at the Town of Cortlandt Youth Center will be 
dropped off at the Youth Center on September 16, 2026, between the 
hours of 3–6 PM.   

• Youth photographs will be on display from September 19 – November 5 
Entry Form 

• To ensure that your submission is complete, carefully follow the 
instructions provided on the entry form. Incomplete forms will not be 
considered. 

• Entries must be submitted using the form on the town website:   
• www.townofcortlandtny.gov/250photos  

• Please include:  
• Photographer’s name and phone and email contact information 
• Photo title, where the photo was taken, and credit 
• Uploaded image file (JPG, PNG or HEIC, maximum 20MB) 
• Written description (“Story Behind the Shot”) 

• Entry is FREE to all eligible participants. 
• There is a limit of 2 entries per person.  

Categories 
Entries will be accepted for photographers up to 17 years of age (Youth category), 
and 18 and over (Adult category).  
Photo Requirements 
By submitting a photograph, you represent and warrant that: 

• The photograph is original and was taken by You. 
• You own all rights to the photograph. 
• The photograph does not infringe upon any copyright, trademark, 

privacy right, or other intellectual property right of any third party. 

http://www.townofcortlandtny.gov/250photos


• Any identifiable person depicted has granted permission to be 
photographed and for their likeness to be used. 

• The photograph does not contain obscene, defamatory, unlawful, or 
otherwise inappropriate content. 

• The photograph may be generated utilizing AI but must include AI 
generated information on the submission form to be judged in a 
separate category.  A small and limited number of AI images will be 
displayed.  

• The photograph was taken or AI created between January 1, 2021, and 
August 31, 2026.  

• The photographs may be of people such as your grandmother in her 
traditional clothing from your family’s country of origin sharing our 
nation’s rich immigrant or native heritage, objects such as statues or 
monuments or items of historical significance such as the Liberty Bell, 
buildings, places such as a civil war battlefield, or Van Cortlandt Manor, 
4th of July celebrations, historical reenactments, and anything else that 
captures your imagination while sharing our nation’s great history.  

Photographs may not include: 
• Hate speech or symbols 
• Explicit or offensive content 
• Political topics, the likeness of politicians, or anything that can be 

interpreted as political or controversial.  The purpose of this 
photography show and competition is to bring our community together, 
not divide us.  

• Watermarks are allowed for entry but must be removed if displayed at 
the Town Hall.  Watermarks are allowed for photos chosen for digital 
display on the Town’s website but no logos, or promotional branding is 
permitted on any photographs. 

Photo chosen for display: 
• All photos in the adult category must be framed, unless printed on 

canvass or glass and they have a hanging system on the back.  
All frames must be between the sizes of 8x10 and 20x24.  

• All youth photographs must be an 8x10 on photo paper without a frame.  
They will be taped to a glass wall at the Youth Center and may be 
damaged in the process.  



• Photos chosen for display must have the photographer’s name and 
contact information on the back of the frame or if it is a youth entry, on 
the back of the print.  

• The Town of Cortlandt reserves the right to disqualify any entry that 
does not comply with these requirements. 

Judging Criteria 
Entries may be evaluated based on: 

• Visual impact and composition 
• Thematic relevance 
• Storytelling and emotional resonance 

Judging decisions are final and binding. 
Prizes  
Winners’ certificates will be given to the top three photographs of each category, 
youth and adult.  A ribbon will also be placed on the top three photographs 
displayed at the Town of Cortlandt Town Hall or the Youth Center.  
All participants whose work is displayed at the Town Hall or Youth Center will be 
given a certificate noting participation and selection for display.  
Adult winners: The top 70 photographs chosen to be placed on display from 
October 26, 2026, through January 14, 2027, at the Town of Cortlandt Town Hall, 
1 Heady Street, Cortlandt NY.  
Youth photographs: The top 30 photographs will be on display September 18, 
2026, November 4, 2026, at the Town of Cortlandt youth center, 3 Memorial 
Drive, Croton on Hudson, NY.  
Photographs not chosen for adult display will be shown on the Town’s website 
from October 26, 2026, through January 15, 2027. Youth photos not chosen for 
display at the youth center will be shown on the Town’s website on September 
21, 2026, through November 5, 2026.  
AI generated photographs: A limited number of AI generated photographs will be 
displayed at the Town Hall and Youth Center.  The photographer must clearly 
state that they are AI generated and they will be marked as AI generated at the 
show.  
Notifications 
Official notice: Winners will be contacted via email using the information provided 
on the entry form. Ensure that your contact details are accurate. If a selected 
winner cannot be contacted, fails to respond within a reasonable time, or is 
deemed ineligible, the Sponsor reserves the right to select an alternate winner. 
Limitations 



Entries: Limit one (2) photo submissions per person.  
Residency: The photography show and competition is open only to individuals 
who live or work in the Town of Cortlandt, NY.  
Copyright and Licensing 
By submitting a photograph, you retain full copyright ownership of your work. 
However, by participating in the photography show and competition, You grant to 
the Sponsor a perpetual, irrevocable, unconditional, non-exclusive, royalty-free 
license to use, reproduce, display, distribute, modify, and create derivative works 
from your submission, in whole or in part, for any lawful purpose, including but 
not limited to marketing, fundraising, educational materials, promotional 
campaigns, website content, social media, and merchandise. 
No additional compensation shall be owed beyond any prize awarded. 
You represent and warrant that your submission does not infringe on any existing 
copyrights or other intellectual property rights of any third parties. 
Terms & Conditions 
By participating in the Town of Cortlandt’s USA 250th Photography Competition 
(the “Competition”), each participant consents and agrees to these Terms and 
Conditions. Each participant further agrees to be bound by the decisions of the 
judges, including, without limitation, its committee in charge of the Competition, 
which shall be final and binding in all respects. 
Indemnification 
To the fullest extent permitted by applicable law, each participant releases and 
indemnifies and holds the Town of Cortlandt harmless from any and all liabilities, 
damages, losses, costs, proceedings, and expenses (including reasonable 
attorneys’ fees and court costs) arising out of or in connection with participation 
in the Competition, including any claim that the submitted photograph infringes 
upon the rights of any third party. 
Limitation of Liability 
To the fullest extent permitted by applicable law, the Town of Cortlandt assumes 
no responsibility or liability for: 

• Lost, late, damaged, or incomplete entries 
• Technical malfunctions affecting submission or voting 
• Unauthorized access to Competition systems 
• Any injury or damage resulting from participation in the Competition 

Each participant assumes all risks associated with participation. 
Privacy / Use of Personal Information 



By participating, each participant grants to the Town of Cortlandt the right to use 
his/her name, city and state of residence, and submitted photograph for purposes 
of administering the Competition and for publicity and promotional purposes 
relating to the Competition, without further compensation. 
Intellectual Property 
All intellectual property of the Town of Cortlandt remains the exclusive property 
of the Town of Cortlandt. Unauthorized use is prohibited. 
Conflict 
In the event of any discrepancy between these Terms and Conditions and other 
Competition-related materials, these Terms and Conditions shall prevail. 
Participant Representations 
Each participant represents and warrants that he or she has read and agrees to 
these Terms and Conditions. 


